CHAPTER XV
SPORT AND THE SCATTER GUN

SPORT IN INDIA

THE attraction of sendee with 'the grim stepmother', and
undoubtedly what takes many young men of our race to
India and attracts them to an Indian career, is the facility
for inexpensive sport. The Services, speaking generally,
especially the Military Services, but many of the others,
come from the cadets of the old county families, and the
middle class of the countryside. The heads of families may
be able to afford sport in England, the lesser branches cannot,
and so the trying climates of India, the swift deaths and the
vexatious diseases, appear nought as compared with the
opportunities that India offers the leisure moments.

What are the sports of India that a European may
enjoy? They come under many heads; but leaving out
for the moment games, it is rod, gun and rifle and the
chase that are meant here. Speaking generally, I would
call rod and gun the lesser sport, and rifle the greater,
using these comparisons merely to denote time and effort
involved.

The lesser sport of the scatter gun is obtainable in some
form round almost every station or within easy hail of it.
Hence the old military festival of Thursday, introduced in
the seventies of the last century, when the good Lord Napier
of Magdala was Commander-in-Chief, and the Sabbath, are
days when horse and trap, and now motor car, bear the
sportsman to his ground. The motor car brings more distant
ground within easy reach. It also crowds grounds that were
in days gone by only accessible to the early bird and the more